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 Introduction 
Hungary has worked in a partnership with France in the framework of LAMAP to introduce 
inquiry based science teaching in primary schools for several years. There are schools involved in 
several regions such as Pécs, Esztergom, Zsámbék, Miskolc, Kazincbarcika. The work started is 
now being continued within the frames of the Scienceduc project. 
After the building of the college was damaged in a blaze, the college moved to Vác, where work 
carried on under new management and was promoted by all parties involved. 
 
 The conference 
In October 2005, the college organised an in-.service course and conference, ‘ Educating through 
Life’, where 158 people participated including three members of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences, 4 university lecturers and 11 staff members. The course incorporated both successful 
old approaches of the Hungarian educational system, neglected for some time as well as new 
methods (cf. program). 
In addition to an experiment based mode of teaching and learning trans-disciplinary principles 
were also emphasized. 
All throughout the conference experimenting was focused and we were aiming at finding the 
bridge between social and natural sciences as well as arts. Our efforts to improve the quality of 
life and to promote social cohesion were approved by the partner institutions. 
 
We invited mainly teachers from primary schools from Vác and the neighbourhood. They were 
glad to come, because they have to achieve a certain points as postgraduate course. As it appears 
from the program, there were some so called main lectures focused on the main fields of the 
sciences on the first day, and some practice in two sections on the other day. Everybody took part 
both of the natural- and social sciences sections. 
Mainly the natural sciences section used and researched the inquiry based approaches (there was 
e.g. an interesting observation of worms and their behaviour, and the leader of the section placed 
the worm in different contexts – as it can be done in the kindergarden – tale, song, exercises, …) 
We have a pupil’s footpath (thanks to Göncöl Foundation), where the students can go along with 
the teacher and discuss the animals’ and plants’ life. It is really a good possibility in Vác to give 
lessons in the nature and to make the students like it. 
In the social sciences section was the great variety of applicable fields in teaching, e.g. 
dramatization of pieces of literature. 
 
Participants have to write 3-5 pages about the theme they are interested in the most. We managed 
to record the whole material. We plan to make a CD or DVD and to annotate (it is up to money). 
Norber Kroó a famous Hungarian physicist told in 2001 on the Day of the Science:”the science 
of the XXI century will  be essentially something else, than the XX. century’s 
was, the cooperation of the different natural- and social sciences come to the 
front, also solving the the social and economic problems together.” 
We tried to organize a conference where the teachers got some ideas from all the sciences. It was 
just a like a brainstorming, participants have to try to harmonize the pieces of information in their 



“home-works”. A further step will be to optimize and update the teaching methods, and 
disseminate. 

 
The Hungarian participants emphasized that an inquiry based approach on its own is not 
sufficient a goal to run in-service courses. It is also necessary to extend it to social sciences, the 
history of culture and arts. A revival of progressive Hungarian approaches to education is also 
needed as far as experiment based teaching and learning is concerned. Transdisciplinary 
approaches are indispensable. 
Because of lack of financial resources we have difficulties in having foreign materials translated 
and published. It would be useful to invite our foreign partners to Hungary to have interactive 
seminars with them, however, we are not able to cover the costs of such meetings. 
A network has been formed among university professors, members of the academy, college 
lecturers, local authorities, teachers of the region foundations and management. Funding would 
be essential to extend the network throughout the country with Vác as centre. 
A gradual exchange of teaching material would be useful. This is our purpose, that with a certain 
financial sponsorship, we could disseminate collage-developed new methods amongst the 
primary schools. We can see good chance in dealing with disadvantaged children applying 
inquiry based approach. 

Romology as a science was first introduced at AVCC, and as far as I know, our Department of 
Romology is still the only one in Europe. Scienceduc promotes the integration of the Roma 
population through the renovation of science education. Training the Roma minority in Hungary is 
a major issue, which is why we needed various experts to make the course more successful. 
Drama, cultural antropology, the history of culture, arts and sciences all aim at this major goal. 
Drama teachers, psychologists, a brain researcher, teologists, physicists, chemists, 
mathematicians, biologists joined in (see attached program of the conference). 
The conference was both innovative and traditional, an interdisciplinary interactive discussion, 
which raised tremendous interest. There is significant demand for such meetings on the side of both 
trainers and trainees. What is common in both developed and developing countries is the need for 
this kind of education. 
 

Further development 
AVCC has introduced inquiry-based teaching as a central part of the activities developed in 
teacher training, and the implementation of the programme is rapidly gaining momentum in local 
schools. 

Hungarian teacher trainers have been trained in France and in Hungary through a partnership 
with France. Some resources have been translated into Hungarian. Local materials are being 
developed. The enthusiasm is great and request for additional support and further development 
numerous.  

Our plans in connection with the conference: 

- we gather the essays from the participants, and the teachers of our college will valuate 
and draw an inference about needs in order to be able to develop the idea, and on this 
basis the methods and material to education, participants who attend to our college will 
get credits, teachers will get a certificate, that they achieved this course 

- we multiplied the epitomes of the lectures (who gave it to us in advance), and gave them 
to the participants 

- we have about 30 hours raw material about the conference, we plan to record a CD or 
DVD, and/or make an issue. 

 



We proceed a so called quality insurance survey, but we make a conclusion in advance that there 
is need for such conferences and postgraduate courses! This may be the key to resuscitate the 
inquiry-based education, as it was in the 60’s and 70’s in Hungary in the middle of the previous 
century, just to mention József Öveges, Károly Simonyi, János Balogh or before József Eötvös, 
László Németh. We plan to renovate the way of teaching with the help of LAMAP- Scienceduc, 
than Pollen project. 
ECHO: They wanted to come from more regions of the country, and we agreed to organize 
another conference for them. We plan to extend the topics, the fields of natural- and social 
sciences to talk about. 
We also plan to translate the special issues and books from abroad. 
 
The point of our conference was vertical and horizontal interpretation of interdisciplinarization 
and interculturalization. As it was an interactive conference, there were some experiments and 
observations, and these situations make the participants ask questions and thinkig forward. Team-
work is also essential during inquiry-based education, that needs communication, dialogue. 
What the most questionable is how to make a contact with the parents and other entities of the 
town. 

At the moment, the development of the programme in Hungary is well under way. It can be 
analysed and monitored, and serve as a case study for the guidelines to be prepared for the new 
countries to join in. It is also regarded as a case study for the adaptation of the inquiry-based 
programme to specific “local” needs in a rapidly changing economy.  

Later on Hungary will be able to serve as a basis for other central European countries to reflect 
upon, and aim at the integration of the Roma population through the renovation of science 
education. 

 



 
 

Education Through Life 
Program 

 
14th October - 14.30 to 18.00 

 
Lecture n01:  
Dr. Hámori József (Magyar Tudományos Akadémia): 
„ How to make 2 cultures out of one?” 
Lecture n02:  
Dr. Kránitz Mihály(reader): 
Teology Education 
Lecture n03: 
 Olof-Sven Holmgren (Stockholm): 
Motivation to inquary-based science teaching in Sweden 

 
 

15th October  -  8.00 to 17.00 
 

Section I. 
Natural Sciences 

Section II. 
Social Sciences 

Lecture n01:  
Dr. Horváth Alíce (senior Lecturer) 
Do we like air rich in ozon? 

Lecture n01:  
Dr. Várnagy Elemér  
(professor of university) 
Education with the eyes of a Romologist 

Lecture n02:  
Dr. Töröcskeiné Sidló Stella  
(assistant professor of collage) 
Let’s play experiments in kindergarden 

Lecture n02:  
Dr. Szatlóczkyné dr. Gajdóczki Zsuzsanna 
(assistant professor of collage) 
Being European or the quality of behaviour 

Lecture n03:  
Balthazár Zsolt  
(assistant professor of collage) 
Geocentric or heliocentric? 

Lecture n03:  
Pázmány Ágnes  
(assistant professor of collage) 
Visual communications 

Lecture n04:  
Göncöl Foundation 
Kiszel Vilmos 
(Chairman of Göncöl Fundation) 
Ecology 
 
Nagy Judit 
(leader of the workteam) 
- Measuring the quality of water 
- Network for waters 

Lecture n04:  
Móka János 
(senior lecturer) 
Drama in pedagogy 

 
 
 
 



28th October  - 14.00 to 18.00 
 

Lecture n01:  
Dr.Náray-Szabó Gábor (Chairman of Batthyány-kör) 
Education in the age of globalization 
Lecture n02:  
Nyeste Pál Sch.P., (Director of Piarista High School) 
Commemoration of József Öveges 
Lecture n03: 
 Dr. Tringer László (professor of university) 
Education with eyes of the psychology and a psychiater 
Lecture n04: 
Dr. Dobszay László (professor of university) 
Education from the focus of music 
Lecture n05: 
Dr. Beer Miklós (diocesan) 
Christian education 

 
 

29th October -  8.00 to 17.00 
 

Section I. 
Natural Sciences 

Section II. 
Social Sciences 

Lecture n01:  
Dr. Horváth Alíce (senior lecturer) 
Do we like air rich in ozon? 

Lecture n01:  
Cs.Varga István  
(professor of university) 
From the viewpoint amongst sciences about 
Attila József 

Lecture n02:  
Dr. Töröcskeiné Sidló Stella  
(assistant professor of collage) 
Let’s play experiments in kindergarden 

Lecture n02: 
Dr. Hankovszky Béla 
(assistant professor of collage) 
Changes of the paradigm of punishment 

Lecture n03:  
Balthazár Zsolt  
(assistant professor of collage) 
Geocentric or heliocentric? 

Lecture n03:  
Dr.Kapitány György 
(professor of collage) 
Paragon in apopthegmati patrum 

Lecture n04:  
Göncöl Foundation 
Kiszel Vilmos 
(Chairman of Göncöl Fundation) 
Ecology 
 
Nagy Judit 
(leader of the workteam) 
- Measuring the quality of water 
- Network for waters 

Lecture n04:  
Dr. Rabár Ferenc: 
(senior Lecturer) 
Filigree arts in the ages of Settlement of the 
Magyars in Hungary 
 
Dr. Szatlóczkyné dr. Gajdóczki Zsuzsanna: 
Culture in he ages 
 
Prof.Dr.Nemeshegyi Péter: 
(senior lecturer)  
Education with the eyes of the professor 

 


